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AMERICAN CONSULATE
Lagos, Nigeria
Januvary 10, 1942

My dearest darling: L-{0&

Two more of your precious letters have arrived to cheer me
up in these difficult days. Your alr mail of December 18th came
January 6th, and your really beautiful letter from Vermont, dated
Sundey, November 23rd, came yesterday. That makes three letters
I have, altogether, so while you may think that you've beaten me
as a leyter writer, I haven't got the proof of it yet, I havent't
your letter ebout the first meeting with Janie, although I got one
from her which described it fairly well, nor do I have the letter
you said you were going to send via Lisbon pner the one via the
Department. And darling, you were so extravagent, sending only one
thin little sheet by air mail for 50¢! Rerember that our mzil goes
by the half ounce, not by five grams, and you can send three or maybe
even four sheets for the same price, All of which means that I can _
never hear enough from you, about you, and about what you are thinking.
And if you think of me once in a while, why then, I'm so much the
happier! Since the correspondence ssems to be going so badly, I will
add just for your information that I wrote you a grand four pager
dated December 24th telling all about the trip. Itwas to be carried
personally Ly souweone who was travelling by eir, and you should have
had it a coupls of days ago. The plane on which it was to go
didn't leave here until about the f£fifth, due to engine trouble.

. Your letters bring up so nany things T hardly know where to
start. May I begin by saying that I love you, I miss you horribly,
and I want you to eome as soon as you can 7 Now that that point

is cleared up, I will tell you something about Lagos. Lagos is
entirely different from what you would expect, regardless of what
that is. I really don't know how to describe it. It generally is
composed of rather small buildings, mostly open to the air. Some

of the houses are large and strongly built, but most are bungalows,
built off the ground and open all around. They tell ms there is
very little privacy in places like that. I have now moved into an
apartment near the Country Club, called the Ikoyi club. The build-
ing is absolutely rectangular, without any pretense of ornamenta=-
tion. The apartment is composed of two fair sized rooms with bhare
cement floors and bare plaster (or scmething) walls. It is supposed
te be furnished, which means that it has three easy chairs and a
small table in the sitting”4 bed and chiffonier and two straight
chairs in the bedroom, and a chest of drawers in a sort of pantry bee
tween the uedroom and the bathroom, There are closets to hang clothes
in, When I sit there and try to imagine your reaction when you first
saw it, I can only shudder with horror. I hope before you come I
will have it fixed up a 1ittle, I will get some native mats for
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the floors, some curtains for the windows and some shades for the
lamps. BEven so, I fear it will still look inhospitable, and your
first exercise of housewifely functions ( or almost the first) will
be to make the place livable. I suppose the Public Works Depart-
ment, which operates the place, might be induced to furnish another
bed and perhaps some other furniture, but 1 don't kxnow, I hope
very much that I will be able to get a house before then, but

all living accommcdaticns are at a primium now due to thé num=

bers of soldiers here and other extraordinary activities., The
Consulate is a small sandstone bungalow with two stories. The of- -
fice im on the £ir ground floor, and the living quarters af one
Vice Consul are on the second. The place has been moderately well
furnished by the government, and I should greatly prefer 1t tolmy
present quarters. However, Mr. Jester wants McSweeney to have! it
when Anderson, the present occupant, goes., I rather have the A
feeling that I am coming out the small end of the horn, altnouéﬁ
Mr. Jestar“appears to think my present quarters arse more satis- !
factory. T7For one thing, they are located in the restricted Turo~
pean residential section and are thercfore supposed to be mofe X
healthy. The Consulate has native houses on elther side, and there
is always a lot of noise. 48 a matter of fact, lr. Jester himself
1ived here for a while and moved out because he and his wife didn't
like it at all. And that is the housing situation.

Another difficulty is that one has to have a oar here.
There are no bus lines (for white people, and none at all to Ikoyi)
and few taxis. The taxis are not reliable, and would cost much
more than a car. Therefore, I am doing my best to buy a car in the
States and have it sent out. Mr. Jester has a car on order with a
right-hand drive, and he will turn that over to me if he can get
one with an American drive, to use after he returns to the States.

T don't know how he will make out, but if he doesn't get one, I will
be up the creek. Right at the moment I am renting an Auetip 10
which belongs to a man who has gone on leave for the very moderate
price of £5 a month, bul that man will be coming back scon, and what
will I do then? Life is so complicated! e, 1 like a cuiet simple
1ife, with just you and me with nothing to ogwrry about. Fut perhaps
that really isn't life, that's death, sc we strugele.

Vy darling, you have had a terrivle time, and I shouldn't
even mention my petty troubles, except that I suppose you want to
know what 1'm doing and thinking about (vesides you). Taking your
letter and Janie's together, I gather that that night that you two met
most have been pretty terrific. 1 guess Janie was rather enmbar-
rassed when Jimmis came in, and I suppose he was put out too. An
all-around unplesant situation. I am sagerly awaiting your letter
to clear up some more details. 1 can't understand why it hasn't
arrived, 1 am glad, on the other hand, to hear from your more re-
cent letters that Jimmie hasg found a good Jjob. What irony, that of
all the people in the world, we should have to hurt him! I still
feel a little guilty now and then, although not as I did at first in
Lisbon, wheu I had his pallid face before me as eloquent evidence of
how he was suffering. The last time I saw him was in the Tivolil
bar the night gfter you left. He turned his head so as not to look
at me, and I felt like crawling under the table. Everywhere he went
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he ran into me - especially in the Consulate, where he was always
dueking out of rooms to avfoid me., Did you know that he left some
money in an envelope for Herve to give me to straighten out some
small debt left from our last party ? We used a part of it to
settle a postage bill that you left, and I told Herve to give the
rest to charity or something. I certainly hope he will like his new
Job and that, in time, he will come to be less bitter about it.

I think he is the only friend I.have ever lost. | .

Nevertheless, I still think that we - or perhaps I should
say you,- have made the proper decision., We cannot help the fact
that we met, that we came to love each other. It wasn't as if we
had tried to, or intended to. That was Fate, or Providence, which-
ever term you want to use. Once that had happened, it was only
left for you to decids whether you could be happy with Jimmie
again in the future. 1 insist that I don't count. I canpnot be
happy without you, but that shouldn't have made any difference in X
your decision. But if you had stayed on with Jimmie, still loving
me, that fact alone, even if hidden from him, would in the end
have made him unhappy too. Cettainly he couldn't have been happy
while you were unhappy. S0 the choice lay between making two
people very happy and one unhappy and making three people miserable,
Under these circumstances, I think we are doing the only thing
posgible. 1 wonder where you are now, darling. VYou said in your
too short air mail letter that you intended to go to Florida
after Christmas to "get it over with", so you may be there now.

In spite of the bad housing, I think it would be best
for you to begin to think about coming over here, as there
aprears to be no chance of my getting away from here this summer.
After a few months, Mr. Jester will probably leave, and unless his
successor has already arrived, I will be in charge of the office,
Even if his successor is here, he will be new and I doubt whether
he would consent to my leaving. 0 it loocks as if we would have
to start our life together by makine an all-out financial effort
to get ycu over here. Tt is the general feeling that this climate
‘is not bad for women if they don't stay mucih over a year; longer
than that is daangercus, and Wrs. Jester, to cite an exauple, got
into a bad physical coniition after a year and a half. .ugust
and SeptemBer are supposed to be the best months of the year, and
if you came then, we could pretty well count on going home after
a year or ciply a little more. I will be due for home leave at
government expense after February, 1943, and I ought to be able
to get it within a reasonable time thereafter. I have no idea
how long it will take you to get straightened out at home; the
next time you wifte, you might give me some idea of that so I can
plan accordingly. The big thing is that we get together; may I
quote my favorite author om this point ? "De quoil puis-je avoir
envie, si tu n'es plus pres de woi " I love you so much, ny dear.
I am absolutely certain of it. I hope we can have Just the kind of
a life you desciribed: domestic gerenity, with enough travel to
lend a little variety, and lots of eveninge together, reading out
loud. OCome scon, my dariing. I need you.

With all my love,
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